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Background: MRTMA & City Council 

• The Michigan Regulation and Taxation of  Marihuana Act was brought forth through a 
ballot initiative and was passed on Nov. 6, 2018. 

• March 11, 2019: City Manager provided presentation to City Council.
• May 6, 2019: Resolution to add new chapter added to municipal code prohibiting marihuana 

by adding a new Chapter 855. 
• May 20, 2019: Motion to Table resolution fails at tied vote. 
• June 3, 2019: Motion to Reconsider Ordinance Amendment to Prohibit Marijuana 

Establishments passes. 
• Mayor assembles ad hoc committee to explore economic impacts of  Marijuana 

Establishments.



Should the City Opt-out of 
MRTMA?

Yes
• Must Adopt Ordinance to do so

NO
• What Types?
• How Many?
• Where? Hours? Manner of Operation?

The Question(s) Mayor and City Council Will Need to Answer as 
Part of This Process



What Types of Marihuana Establishments are Permissible?
• Grower:

• Class A-100 plants
• Class B-500 plants
• Class C-2000 plants

• Processor:  extracts resin from plant/creates marihuana-infused products
• Secure Transporter:  transports marihuana & cash between facilities
• Safety Compliance Facility:  tests samples of marihuana 
• Retailer:  sell marihuana/marihuana infused products only to registered 

patients and caregivers
• Microbusiness:  grow up to 150 plants, process, package and sell 

marihuana
• Any other type of Marihuana-related business licensed by the State?



WHERE MEDICAL MARIHUANA RELATED
BUSINESSES UNDER MMMA (PA OF 2008) 
CAN CURRENTLY OPERATE



Other Items of  Consideration
• The State has one year to put regulatory framework in place, if  not, by 

default under the MRTMA, local municipalities will become the 
regulatory body for the period of  the license.

• If  the number of  applicants for licensure exceed the number of  allowed 
establishments, then municipality must use a “competitive process” to 
select applicants “who are best suited to operate in compliance” with the 
MRTMA.

• For the first 24 month of  applications:
• Only Michigan residents may received a Class A grower or microbusiness license
• Only MMFLA licenses may receive Class B or Class C grower, processor, secure 

transporter or retailer license

• May charge an annual fee of  not more than $5000 to defray 
administrative and enforcements costs.



Michigan Marijuana Regulatory Agency 
Emergency Rules: July 3, 2019 

• NEW LICENSE TYPES

• EQUIVALENT LICENSES

• SIMILARITIES/ DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ADULT-USE RULES AND MEDICAL RULES

• ADULT-USE LICENSING TWO-STEP APPLICATION PROCESS

• OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

“The release of  the rules today provides local municipalities and prospective licensees with the information they need to decide how they want to 
participate in this new industry,” said MRA Executive Director Andrew Brisbo. “Since we plan to start taking business applications November 1st, 
stakeholders will have four months to evaluate these rules and make their decisions. These rules set Michigan’s marijuana industry on a path for success 

while ensuring safety for marijuana consumers.”



MRA Emergency Rules: New License Types 

• Marijuana Event Organizer – allows the license holder to apply for Temporary Marijuana Event licenses from the MRA.

• Temporary Marijuana Event – this license allows a Marijuana Event Organizer to run an event – which has been approved 
by the local municipality – where the onsite sale or consumption of  marijuana products, or both, are authorized at a specific 
location for a limited time. Licensed Retailers and Microbusinesses may participate. The Marijuana Event Organizer is required 
to hire security and ensure that all rules and requirements for onsite consumption of  marijuana products are followed.

• Designated Consumption Establishment – allows the license holder, with local approval, to operate a commercial space 
that is licensed by the MRA and authorized to permit adults 21 years of  age and older to consume marijuana and marijuana 
products on premises. A Designated Consumption Establishment license does not allow for sales or distribution of  marijuana 
or marijuana product, unless the license holder also possesses a Retailer or Microbusiness license.

• Excess Marijuana Grower – allows a licensee who already holds five adult-use Class C Grower licenses to expand their 
allowable marijuana plant count.



MRA Emergency Rules: Equivalent Licenses

The Medical Marijuana Facilities Licensing Act (MMFLA) provides the structure for medical marijuana facilities. The Michigan Regulation and Taxation of 
Marijuana Act (MRTMA) provides the structure for adult-use (“recreational”) marijuana establishments.

The Emergency Rules define Equivalent Licenses between the MMFLA (medical) and MRTMA (adult-use) as follows:

Equivalent Licenses with common ownership will be allowed to operate at the same location, without separation, if  the operation is not in 
violation of  any local ordinances, regulations, or limits. Separate entrances, exits, point of  sale areas, and operations will not be required.
Adult-use Retailer and medical Provisioning Center licensees who are operating equivalent licenses at the same location must physically 
separate the entire inventories and the items on display for sale so that individuals may clearly identify medical marijuana products from 
adult-use marijuana products. Products subject to the adult-use excise tax may not be bundled in a single transaction with a product or 
service that is not subject to the excise tax.
To ensure marijuana product is available for individuals 21 years of  age or older, the MRA may authorize Grower, Processor, and Retailer 
equivalent licenses to transfer marijuana product from their medical marijuana inventory to their adult-use inventory. The MRA will publish 
a specific start date, end date, and other requirements for the transfer of  marijuana product between equivalent licenses.



MRA Emergency Rules: Similarities/Differences Between 
Adult-Use Rules and Medical Rules 

The adult-use marijuana Emergency Rules share a large overlap with the medical marijuana Administrative Rules but also contain some significant differences. 
In the overlap between adult-use and medical, there are similar rules with important distinctions. These distinctions include:

• There are no capitalization requirements for adult-use licenses and fewer financial documents are requested from applicants.

• Adult-use home delivery includes Designated Consumption Establishments and any residence. Medical home delivery is to registered marijuana cardholders 
only.

• Adult-use license renewal fees are divided into three tiers in which larger volume licensees will pay more on renewal and smaller volume licensees will pay 
less.

• Growers and Microbusinesses may accept the transfer of  marijuana seeds, tissue cultures, and clones from another Grower licensed under the adult-use law 
or the medical marijuana law.

• Class A Growers and Microbusinesses may accept the transfer of  marijuana plants one time from (a) registered primary caregiver(s) so long as the 
caregiver(s) was an applicant for that license.

• Current medical marijuana licensees who apply for adult-use licenses will be expedited through the application process if  there are no changes in 
ownership.

• All adult-use applicants are required to submit a social equity plan. The social equity plan must detail a strategy to promote and encourage participation in 
the marijuana industry by people from communities that have been disproportionately impacted by marijuana prohibition and enforcement and to 
positively impact those communities.

• Adult-use Safety Compliance Facilities are required to hire a laboratory manager.



MRA Emergency Rules: Other Highlights

• Growers and Processors may engage in research and development.

• Growers, Processors, Retailers, and Microbusinesses may offer tested internal product samples for their employees to consume, off-site, 
to ensure the quality and/or potency of  the products.

• Growers and Processors may provide trade samples of  marijuana and marijuana products to other Processors or Retailers to help
determine whether they want to purchase the product.

• A licensee – who holds two or more Processor licenses or two or more Retailer licenses – with common ownership at different 
establishments may transfer marijuana product inventory between the Processor or Retailer establishments.

• Microbusinesses may not operate at multiple locations and must operate the corresponding areas of  their Microbusiness in compliance 
with the operation requirements of  a Retailer, a Grower, and a Processor.

• The MRA’s Social Equity Plan will (1) promote and encourage participation in the marijuana industry by people from communities that 
have been disproportionately impacted by marijuana prohibition and enforcement and (2) positively impact those communities.

• A Retailer is not required to retain information from customers other than the following: method and amount of  payment, date/time of  
sale, product quantity, and other product descriptor



Welcome to CEDOC

• Mission Statement: 

“…to study the economic development opportunities for the City of  Lincoln 
Park due to the passage of  the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of  Marihuana 
Act and subsequent State Regulations and make to recommendations to the 
Mayor and Council on what cannabis businesses, if  any, should be allowed and 
what steps should be taken to mitigate any negative consequences associated 
with that recommendation.”



Welcome to CEDOC

• Where Can I Find Information For These Meetings
• Email: I will send out a meeting package a week prior to each meeting. 

• Google Drive: A link has been provided to each of  you that enables you to access 
the CEDOC folder which contains all meeting materials, studies and other 
documents pertaining to our conversations.



Desired Outcomes of  the Committee

• Submit a written report to City Council in October 2019 which includes the 
following:

• An Executive Summary of  the overall report.

• Written consideration of  pros and cons of  hosting cannabis business(es) in the community.

• A review of  the survey results.

• A course of  action recommendation to City Council.

• Attachment of  any studies (or summaries of  studies) relied upon for making 
recommendations.



What Topics Won’t This Committee Cover?

• Potential moral/ethical issues surrounding recreational cannabis use.

• Potential health benefits or complications alleged to be associated with 
recreational use. 



Committee Meeting Dates

• July 17, 2019 Meeting Topic: Introduction to CEDOC, MRTMA Basics & Survey Results.

• August 6, 2019 Meeting Topic: What Are the Financial Costs & Benefits at the Local Level? Part I.

• August 20, 2019 Meeting Topic: What Are the Financial Costs & Benefits at the Local Level? Part II. 

• September 4, 2019 Meeting Topic: Business Types, Planning & Zoning Recommendations

• September 17, 2019 Meeting Topic: Presentation of  Draft Committee Report & Recommendations for Further Study.



Powered by

Lincoln Park Commercial 
Marihuana Survey

• Monday, July 15, 2019

• Total Responses: 672 
• Date Created: Thursday May 9, 2019



Q1: This survey is anonymous, but we would like to 
know which of  the below best applies to you:

Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q2: Currently, medical marihuana facilities are only permissible in general industrial zoned 
districts (along Papalas). Would you be in favor of  expanding the permissible allowable 

district for recreational marihuana facilities (see below map)?

Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q3: In which zoned districts 
should recreational 

marihuana business be 
allowable? Zoning map can 

be found here.

Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q4: What types of  marihuana establishments should the City of  Lincoln Park 
allow? Check all that apply.

• Answered: 672    
Skipped: 0



Q4: What types of  marihuana establishments should the City of  Lincoln Park 
allow? Check all that apply.

• Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q5: As written in the 2018 proposed legislation, the City of  Lincoln Park has the authority to limit the number of  marihuana establishments 
within its boundary. Should Lincoln Park limit the number of  licenses for the following types of  marihuana related businesses: marihuana 

retailer; marihuana safety compliance facility; marihuana secure transporter; marihuana processor; marihuana microbusiness; class A 
marihuana grower (not more than 100 plants); class B marihuana grover (not more than 500 plants); and class C marihuana grower (not more 

than 2,000 plants)?

Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q6: Please indicate what 
you believe is an 

appropriate amount of  
licenses for each 

marihuana related 
businesses.
Grower Class A

Answered: 613



Q6: Please indicate what 
you believe is an 

appropriate amount of  
licenses for each 

marihuana related 
businesses.

Grower Class B

Answered: 596



Q6: Please indicate what you 
believe is an appropriate 

amount of  licenses for each 
marihuana related businesses.

•Grower Class C

•Answered: 597



Q6: Please indicate what you 
believe is an appropriate 

amount of  licenses for each 
marihuana related businesses.

Processor

Answered: 575   



Q6: Please indicate what 
you believe is an 

appropriate amount of  
licenses for each 

marihuana related 
businesses.

Secure Transporter

Answered: 576



Q6: Please indicate what 
you believe is an 

appropriate amount of  
licenses for each 

marihuana related 
businesses.

Safety Compliance 

Answered: 578



Q6: Please indicate what 
you believe is an 

appropriate amount of  
licenses for each 

marihuana related 
businesses.

Retailer

Answered: 632



Q6: Please indicate what you 
believe is an appropriate 

amount of  licenses for each 
marihuana related businesses.

Microbusiness

Answered: 601



Q7: Other Michigan communities are considering additional restrictions for 
marihuana business. For example, limiting their location to not be within 500 to 
1,000 feet of  schools, parks, churches, day cares, and residential areas. Should 

the City of  Lincoln Park do the same?

• Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q7: Other Michigan communities are considering additional restrictions for 
marihuana business. For example, limiting their location to not be within 500 to 
1,000 feet of  schools, parks, churches, day cares, and residential areas. Should 

the City of  Lincoln Park do the same?

• Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q8: Should the City of  Lincoln Park regulate the following items related to 
Marihuana businesses (choose all that apply)?

• Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q8: Should the City of  Lincoln Park regulate the following items related to 
Marihuana businesses (choose all that apply)?

• Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q8: Should the City of  Lincoln Park regulate the following 
items related to Marihuana businesses (choose all that 

apply)?
• Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q7: Other Michigan communities are considering additional restrictions for marihuana 
business. For example, limiting their location to not be within 500 to 1,000 feet of  schools, 

parks, churches, day cares, and residential areas. Should the City of  Lincoln Park do the 
same?

• Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q8: Should the City of  Lincoln Park regulate the following items related to 
Marihuana businesses (choose all that apply)?

• Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Q8: Should the City of  Lincoln Park regulate the following items related to 
Marihuana businesses (choose all that apply)?

• Answered: 672    Skipped: 0



Questions? 
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